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Eastford  -  Connecticut’s Best Small Town* 

The Eastford Communicator 
 
 
 

 

The Eastford Communicator needs your donations. Many 
communities no longer receive town news as printing & 

postage costs continue to rise. Please help us to send news 
FREE every month to more than 900 Eastford households. 

Please support your local advertisers. 
THANK YOU RECENT DONORS: 

Anonymous 
Irene & Edward Adams 

Sandra Ashwell & Mike Schultz 
Maureen Morley 
Dottie Torcellini 

Thank you! 
You are sustaining The Eastford 

Communicator! 
Please send your donations to: 

Eastford Communicator, P.O. Box 253 
Eastford, CT 06242 

August 2019, Vol. 28, No. 8 

Selectman's Snippets: 
 
Selectmen’s Office – Beginning August 1, hours of operation for the Selectmen’s Office will be Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
& Fridays 9am-5pm and closed for lunch 12pm-1pm. The second and forth Tuesdays of each month, the hours of opera-
tion are 9am to 6:30pm and closed for lunch. On Mondays, the Selectman’s office is open by appointment only. 
Construction – During the month of August there will be Shimming done on Pilfershire Road. During this month, the 
school parking areas have had parking lines repainted and crack filling. Please use caution while driving in and around 
these areas.  
Gutters have been replaced at the library. Please visit, and view the updated lower level while checking out a book. 

Of Special Note: 
The EIFC URGENTLY NEEDS VOLUNTEERS (p4) 
Eastford Library has discount/free passes (p6) 
Museum of Eastford History-2nd & 4th Sundays, 2-4pm 
Volunteers are needed for 5K benefit for local cancer 
    patients (p. 3) 
HAVE YOU ENJOYED EASTFORD’S ANNUAL 
    EVENTS? Halloween, Cookies & Cocoa with Santa, 
    Easter Egg Hunt? VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED (p3) 
Crystal Pond Park is YOUR park (10) 
Free Milk Program for EES students (p6) 
Emergency Preparedness Kit suggestions (p2) 

Community – Great things happen in our community!  
Cyclists – A Twenty Eighth Annual Steeple Chase Bike Tour Fund Raiser-Saturday, August 17, 2019 will ride through Eastford.  This 100-
mile route rides through Eastford on Route 198 North, Old Turnpike Road and Route 171 East.  Please share the road safely.  
Volunteers – It is so clear that volunteers are the heartbeat of our small rural town.  We are indeed blessed to have such dedicated volunteers.  
Our town would not be what it is today without them.  Thank you to all Boards, Commissions and those who serve our community for your 
volunteer work!  Anyone interested in volunteering in any capacity, perhaps an hour a month or more whatever your time allows please con-
tact the Selectman’s Office (860) 974-0133 ext. 3. 
Litter – If you are receiving the Reminder News or now titled Courant Community please be sure these are not scattered around your mailbox. 
It seems the wind is taking this paper to unwanted places, making the roadsides littered with paper. If you wish to have your paper delivery 
stopped, please call 860-525-5555 or 800-472-7377, or email Field Operations Manager John Wentworth, jwentworth@courant.com. We all 
thank you for keeping our community clean! 
                            “Without a sense of caring, there can be no sense of community.” ~ Anthony J. D’Angelo~ 
Transfer Station – Thank you for recycling. If you are not sure what can be recycled go to williwaste.com, click Recycling, scroll down to the 
question: Can I recycle it? After you type in an item, instructions are provided. We have a list available on our website as well. Stickers are to 
be affixed to windshield’s lower left-hand corner. Limit: 2 cubic yards per week – roughly one level pickup load. We will be enforcing resi-
dents to comply with rules concerning the Transfer Station. Please secure rubbish pails as you travel to Transfer Station.  
Police Services – During the month of June, Troop D responded to 41 calls. These calls of service included; Accidents: 2, Criminal Invest: 1, 
Burglaries: 0, Larcenies: 0, Traffic Citations: 10, Written Warning: 1 and Non-Reportable Matters: 38.  
                                                                                                                                  Respectfully yours,  Jacqueline Dubois, First Selectman 

mailto:jwentworth@courant.com
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Merlo’s Home Improvement 
         >Custom Kitchens  >Bathroom Vanities 
         >Entertainment Centers           >Hutches 
         >Interior Finish Work                >Exterior Finish Work 
         >Additions                                   >Remodeling 
         >Garages                                 >Roofing 

 Lauren Merlo 
Eastford, CT 

(860) 974-3331 

FOOD PANTRY by Karen & Steve Broderick 
Once again, we would like to thank the many residents of 
Eastford who have helped replenish supplies to our pan-
try.    Many folks think of us around the holidays, but hunger is 
a year-round concern. In fact, for families with children sum-
mertime can be the most difficult season. Summertime is also 
when our shelves are emptiest. So, the next time you are at the 
grocery store please remember your neighbors in need.  
    “Most Wanted” items include: Canned Goods: chili, ravio-
li, tuna, jelly, beef stew, hearty soup, pasta sauce, fruit. Drinks: 
coffee, juices. Packaged Items: macaroni and cheese, oatmeal, 
cereal, mashed potatoes, rice, stuffing mix, healthy snacks. 
Personal Products: shampoo, deodorant, toilet paper, paper 
towels, toothbrushes/toothpaste. Financial donations are also 
critical and allow us to purchase essential items that are miss-
ing from our pantry.  
    We would like to thank the following folks for their dona-
tions in the name of Allan & Joyce Hernberg –  
Karen & Bill Reynolds, Scott Huri, Dave & Frances  
Bucholz, and Thomas & Cheryl McIntire.  Also, a thank you to 
Thomas & Betsy Barker and Maureen Tacy for their dona-
tions.  Thanks again to the folks at His Oaks for their monthly 
donations of perishable items, and to the many anonymous 
donors who have brought food and/or checks to the town hall. 
   Just a reminder: please check expiration dates.  If it’s too old 
for you to eat, we can’t use it either. Eastford residents in need 
who would like to avail themselves of the food pantry can 
place a confidential call anytime to Steve or Karen at 974-
1618, or contact the First Selectman’s Office. 
 
*************************************************** 
Volunteers are needed to help keep the Natchaug River 
clean by Jean Pillo, Watershed Manager 
The Eastern Connecticut Conservation District (ECCD), a non-
profit soil and water conservation organization, has been 
awarded a contract by CT Department of Energy and Environ-
mental Protection to work with eight towns in the Natchaug 
River watershed on pollution prevention (rather than clean up). 
This is the first US Environmental Protection Agency-funded 
“healthy watershed” initiative undertaken in Connecticut. In 
eastern Connecticut, the Natchaug River and its main tributar-
ies contain some of the least disturbed watershed areas in the 
state. The towns involved in the project include Eastford, as 
well as Ashford, Chaplin, Hampton, Mansfield, Union, 
Willington and Woodstock. An Upper Natchaug River Water-
shed Stakeholders Group consisting of representatives from the 
eight towns, DEEP, CT Department of Public Health (DPH) 
Drinking Water Division, CT Department of Transportation, 
land trusts and others is being formed. The project will end 
September 30, 2020, with an Upper Natchaug River Healthy 
Watershed Anti-degradation Plan to be incorporated into each 
town’s Plan of Conservation and Development.If you would 
like to be involved with this project, or for more information, 
Ms. Pillo can be reached at 860-928-4948. The Natchaug River 
Healthy Watershed initiative is funded in part by CT Depart-
ment of Energy and Environmental Protection through a US 
EPA Clean Water Act § 319 Nonpoint Source Program Grant. 

Emergency Preparedness Kit - Advice by Rebecca Mongrain of 
SeattleRefined.com & Jeff Rossen, NBC News’ national investigative 
correspondent & author of the new survival & fraud-fighting book 
"Rossen to the Rescue" 
The Red Cross suggests that everybody have an emergency kit to last 
at least 72 hours.  
Basic Supplies - Have enough to last 3 days 
Water: One gallon per person, per day 
Food: Non-perishable, easy-to-prepare items  
Flashlight 
Extra Batteries 
First Aid Kit 
Medications 
Multi-purpose tool with knife 
Sanitation and personal hygiene items 
Copies of personal documents - birth certificates, social security cards, 
real estate contracts, insurance contracts, bank records and passports, 
immunization records and any other important personal documents (Ed: 
in watertight bags) 
Cell phone with chargers 
Family and Emergency Contact Information 
Extra Cash (Small Bills and Coins) 
Emergency Blanket 
Maps of the area 
Hand-Crank Radio (Ed: some can charge cellphones) 
Manual Can Opener 
Jeffrey Rosen's Tips: Paperwork-Fill a zip-top waterproof bag with pho-
tocopies of your birth certificate; driver’s license; Social Security and 
Medicare cards; power of attorney and will; any marriage, adoption or 
naturalization certificates; proof of address; insurance, medical and im-
munization records; and information about your credit and ATM cards. 
Personal needs-While getting ready for a typical day, list every toiletry 
you use, then buy a travel-size version of each. Pack backup eyeglasses. 
Food and drink-Bottled water is essential. Granola or energy bars are 
great because they are small and filling, and they come in a variety of 
flavors. The perfect bag -Think small and portable. A backpack is ideal, 
but a lightweight suitcase with wheels will also do. Just remember, you 
may literally be running with it. 
Extras 
Baby Supplies: formula, diapers, medications 
Pet Supplies: collar, leash, id, food, carrier and bowl 
Two-way Radios 
Manual Can Opener 
Games and Activities 
Extra set of car and house keys 
Whistle 
Surgical Masks 
Matches 
Rain Gear 
Towels 
Work Gloves/Vinyl Gloves 
Extra clothing, hat and sturdy shoes 
Plastic Sheeting 
Duct Tape 
Scissors 
Household Liquid Bleach 
Entertainment Items 
Blankets or sleeping bags 
Tool Kit 
Trash Bags 
Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities 
Baby Wipes 
Family Plan 
Editor's Note: In 2018, when wildfires erupted near Los Angeles, my 
friends were given 30 minutes to evacuate and were not allowed to return 
for 7 days during which time they didn't know if their house had survived 
the fire; their daughter and family were evacuated for 14 days, not know-
ing if their house had survived. In both cases, the homes survived. In 
Eastford we are not likely to face a fast-moving wildfire, but neverthe-
less, with power outages and other crises, think of what you and your 
family would need during an extended emergency. 

https://us.macmillan.com/static/fib/rossen-to-the-rescue/
https://travel.aarp.org/articles-tips/articles/info-11-2013/carry-on-essentials.html#slide1
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The EASTFORD GROVE CEMETERY, located on route 198, is a special place. 
The grounds are beautifully groomed and peaceful --  a perfect resting place for our late loved ones.  

If you are an Eastford resident, you may purchase a cemetery plot at Grove.  We have 
redesigned the cemetery to provide more single and double plots, as well as a cremation section. 

Please contact Lauren Anderson at 860-974-1349 for a confidential conversation about ownership. 

 

Recreation Commission News by Valerie Katkaveck, Chair—Volunteers needed for future events & 5K on September 14 
Volunteers need to join the Rec Commission to assist with planning annual events such as Halloween & Santa or it may 
be impossible to continue these family programs. This year's 5k will be Sept 14. The Rec. Commission needs help planning 
and conducting this important work to help local families struggling with cancer. Please come to the meeting on August 21 at 
4:30pm at TOB and get involved, or email me at valkat@charter.net and let me know how you can be a part of this great event 
the town hosts every year. Important team leader positions are shown below:  

1. Put up direction signs, starting at 5 -7am on Sept 14;  
2. Distribute flyers around northeastern CT and solicit cases 
of bottled water, protein bars, candy, snacks, gifts for raffle. 
3. Sell raffle tickets on the day of the race (8-11 am) or  
manage a team to sell raffle tickets. (4) Fundraiser.  
5. 2 Photographers with assistants to take names of people in 
the pictures, for media and credit given to photogrsphers & 
assistants. Contact: Valerie at valkat@charter.net 

mailto:valkat@charter.net
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 EASTFORD INDEPENDENT FIRE COMPANY #1, INC.   Contributed By:  Jeannine Spink, Veteran Member 
CONGRATULATIONS – Sophia Rose Bulan – President James Roy presented the 59th Annual Citizenship Award from the 
EIFC on graduation night from the Eastford Elementary School.  The criteria for the award are a student who demonstrates lead-
ership, respect for school and community rules and involvement in school and community affairs. 
    GOOD LUCK AND THANK YOU TO BOS SECRETARY BRENDA WILLIS. Without your support and help over the 
years, the EIFC would not have been able to comply with budgetary requests and information gathering.   New adventures await 
you and Bob as you relocate south. 
A VOLUNTEER SERVICE HELPS KEEP YOUR TAXES LOW 
A volunteer service provides its town with high-quality emergency services at a fraction of the cost of a paid service.  WE NEED 
YOUR HELP, even if only a few hours a month.  We will welcome whatever time and skills you are willing to give, not neces-
sarily fighting fires or providing medical treatment.  Come and help us make a difference for YOUR town.  If you are interested 
in discussing options, please call 860-974-0630, leave a detailed message and an officer will call you back as soon as possible. 

    Busy month for the EIFC responding to 26 calls for service, ranging from medical calls to motor vehicle accidents. In addition 
to call responses, drills are scheduled for the first three Wednesdays of each month. Stop by the station any Wednesday night 
between 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. to fill out an application or discuss involvement. 
    Tuesday, June 4th was our Annual Meeting and Election of Officers. Wednesday, June 5th, was our monthly “truck check” in-
specting all apparatus to assure 24/7 readiness.  With new members, this drill is a perfect opportunity for them to become famil-
iar with all trucks and their contents. Wednesday, June 12th, members refreshed operations of the UTV.  Members drilled in the 
woods to simulate a “downed” hiker who needed to be rescued.  Wednesday, June 19th , members drilled on the skills of vehicle 
extrication.  Vehicle extrication is a process of removing a vehicle from around a person involved in an automobile accident, 
when conventional means of exit are impossible or inadvisable.  A delicate and precise approach is needed to minimize injury to 
the victim during extrication.  Skills practiced was the use of the “Jaws of Life’ – HOLMATRO Rescue Tool (hydraulic) to help 
stabilize the vehicle, remove glass, take off doors, roof and dash.  EIFC is appropriately outfitted with the necessary equipment 
and routinely practices these skills. Following all drills, a critique and Q&A of operations is conducted. Wednesday, June 26th, 
the Line Officers met to consider drill plans for the following month and operation of the company in general. Sunday, June 30th, 
members participated in a “live burn” drill, cooperatively with the Pomfret and Williamsville (Rogers) fire departments, at a new 
burn building located in Dayville in a “search and rescue” scenario in ZERO (pitch black) visibility and heat.  “Live Burn” drills 
are mandated by OSHA and NFPA annually for all interior firefighters. 
******************************************************************************************************* 
THE WOODSTOCK ACADEMY HONOR ROLL, Q4, Eastford Students: 

GRADE 12: HIGH HONORS: Nicole Marmat; HONORS: Madelyn Grube, Shannon Hermann, Luke Mathewson;  
RECOGNITION: Jonathan Latham 
GRADE 11:  HIGH HONORS: Izetta Asikainen, Paula Hernandez, Zoe Marshall; HONORS: Kayla Gaudreau 
GRADE 10: HONORS: Oliver Driscoll, Emme Miglietta, Clayton Singleton; RECOGNITION: Amanda Hair, Lily Patenaude 
GRADE 9: HIGH HONORS: Kamila Wysocki; HONORS: Henry Driscoll, Anna Kellermann; RECOGNITION: Tavian Santos 

Tips for Today-by Liz Ellsworth Happy Summer! 
It’s been an odd year for weather in New England; it’s rained, and 
rained, and rained this spring.  Some say it rained every Friday for 10 
weeks in a row from March through May!  Due to the wet weather, the 
2019 growing season is off to a slow start.  The good news here is that 
there’s still time to plant your garden.  What kinds of fruits and vegeta-
bles do you like to grow? Basil? Peppers? Tomatoes? Cucumbers? Wa-
termelon? Squash? Cantaloupe? Eggplant?  The University of Massa-
chusetts, Amherst has a guide for growing crops, including advice on 
soil type, etc.: https://nevegetable.org/crops .  For information on some 
native plants, visit the University of Connecticut’s website on the New 
England Native Plant Initiative: http://nenativeplants.uconn.edu/
index.php 

https://nevegetable.org/crops
http://nenativeplants.uconn.edu/index.php
http://nenativeplants.uconn.edu/index.php
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DID YOU KNOW? by Eastford Historical Society 
Did you know that at one time there were four summer camps operating on 
Crystal Pond? John Marvin started the Eastford Camp for Boys in 1911. 
James O. Wood of the Latin School in Chicago purchased the camp in 
1926 and renamed it Camp Eastford. Woods operated the camp for over 
twenty years. Carl and Madeline Erikson, a couple from northern New  
Jersey, started Camp Yankee in 1924. Also a camp for boys, it was in 
operation until 1932. In 1916, the Men’s Brotherhood of the Willimantic 
Congregational Church purchased 16 acres on the pond (1,500 feet of wa-
terfront) for $1,000 and created Camp Wabbaquasset for the benefit of its 
young people. Camp Keemosahbee was founded in 1916 by the New  
Britain Council of Boy Scouts. In 1968, the New Britain and Bristol Coun-
cils merged to form the Nathan Hale Council and changed the name to 
Camp Nahaco. The new name was formed using the first two letters of 
Nathan Hale Council.  Full summer camp operation ceased in 1977, and in 
2003 the towns of Eastford and Woodstock purchased the property. This is 
the only camp in operation today. The Day Camp at Crystal Pond, operat-
ed by the Crystal Pond Park Commission, is a 5-week summer day camp 
started in 2004. 
    Kindly consider supporting the Historical Society through donation or 
by becoming a member, and remember to stop in and visit our museum. 
              Florence Warren Latham Museum of Eastford History 
65 John Perry Road  Open: Every 2nd & 4th Sunday, May–October, 2-4 pm 

Message from the Eastford Clean Energy Task 
Force by Tom Hughes 

Is there a way to pay less for electricity every 
month?   

Can an electric car save me money on fuel? 

If energy costs are on your mind, the Eastford 
Clean Energy Task Force, a subcommittee of the 
Town's Conservation Commission, may have 
some valuable information for you.  On Saturday, 
September 28th, from 10 am until 12 noon, a  
forum on energy savings will be held at the Town 
Library. Present at the forum will be representa-
tives from Posigen, a company which offers  
no-money down, no credit check solar leases that 
are guaranteed to save the consumer money.  The 
owners of electric cars and a car dealer or two 
will also be present to answer any questions you 
might have about the growing feasibility and  
favorable economics of electric vehicles. Save the 
date! 
**************************************** 
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 EASTFORD SCHOOL FREE MILK PROGRAM 
 
The Eastford School District announced its policy for determining 
eligibility of children who may receive free milk served under the 
Special Milk Program (SMP). 
 
Local school officials have adopted the United States Department of 

Agriculture’s (USDA) Income Eligibility Guidelines (IEGs) for fam-

ily size and income criteria for determining eligibility. The following 

income guidelines will be used in Connecticut from July 1, 2019, to 

June 30, 2020, for determining eligibility of participants for free 

milk in the Child Nutrition Programs.  

 

Number in Family        Annual Gross Income  

1   16,237 

2   21,983 

3   27,729 

4   33,475 

5   39,221 

6   44,967 

7   50,713 

8   56,459 

Each additional family member + 5,746 

 

Children from families whose income is at or below the levels shown 

are eligible free milk. Applications were mailed in July and available 

on the school webpage or at the Eastford School. To apply for free 

milk, households should fill out the application and return it to the 

school.  

No application is required if the district directly certifies a child 
based on a household member receiving assistance from the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) or the Temporary 
Family Assistance (TFA) program. All children in these households 
are eligible for free milk.  Some children may be directly certified for 
free or reduced-price meals based on Medicaid (HUSKY) or partici-
pating in WIC.  
 
When known to the district/school, households will be notified of 
any child’s eligibility for free milk. 
 
Households notified of their children’s eligibility must contact the 
determining official or school if it chooses to decline the free milk. 
If households/children are not notified by the district/school of their 
free milk benefits and they receive benefits under Assistance Pro-
grams or under Other Source Categorically Eligible Programs, the 
parent/guardian should contact the determining official or their 
school. 

Free Milk Program (continued): 
 
Foster children are categorically eligible for free milk. Under the 
provisions of the policy for determining eligibility for free milk, 
the Principal Carole McCombe Eastford Elementary School, 
(860) 974-1130 will review applications and determine eligibility. 
If a parent is dissatisfied with the ruling of the determining offi-
cial, he/she may wish to discuss the decision with the determining 
official on an informal basis. If he/she wishes to make a formal 
appeal, a request either orally or in writing, may be made to Dr. 
Donna Leake, Superintendent, EES, PO Box 158, Eastford, CT  
06242for a hearing to appeal the decision. 
 
If a household member becomes unemployed or if household size 
changes at any time, the family should contact the school to file a 
new application. Such changes may make the children of the 
household eligible for free milk, if the family income falls at or 
below the levels shown in the Income Guidelines.  
 
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the 
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions par-
ticipating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited 
from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, 
disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activi-
ty in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.  
 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of com-
munication for program information should contact the Agency 
(State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who 
are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact 
USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  
 
To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the 
USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) 
found online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/
complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a 
letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the infor-
mation requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint 
form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter 
to USDA by:  

(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture  
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights  
1400 Independence Avenue, SW  
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;  

(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or  
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

 
 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider  

******************************************************************************************************************  
LIBRARY NEWS by Susan Shead 
The summer reading program "A Universe of Stories" is quickly coming to a close. Our end of the summer special event is a MAGIC 
SHOW that will take place on Saturday August 3rd at 10:30AM.  Magician Ed Popielarzyk is returning to the Eastford Public Library for a 
special performance.  Registration is not necessary for this show! Come one come all!  
    Come down and enjoy the new lower level of the library! We will have a special open house this October on the night of Adopt a Book. 
Some new DVD’s at the library include Bohemian Rhapsody, Green Book, The Favourite, Mary Poppins Returns,  the Hunger Games trilogy 
and Victoria the complete third season.  
    There are discount passes available for Mystic Aquarium, Roger Williams Park Zoo, The New England Air Museum, and free admission 
passes to the New Britain Museum of American Art, Wadsworth Atheneum and Connecticut’s Old State House. We also have 20%   off gen-
eral admission coupons to The Connecticut Science Center. Please note: The library hours are Monday 3-8pm, Tuesday 10am to 8pm, 
Thursday 3-8pm and Saturday 9am to 1pm. 

http://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_12.pdf
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
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MIDWAY PIZZA RESTAURANT 

We Specialize In 
American & Italian Dishes 

Pizza, Fresh Seafood 
And More! 

Route 44 
Ashford, CT 06278 

Peter & George Lytras       (860)429-1932 

 

 

From the Principal's Desk by Carole McCombe 
I hope everyone has been enjoying the beautiful summer days 
and taking some time to rejuvenate and reconnect with friends 
and family. I can’t believe how quickly the time has gone by! 
    As the new school year approaches, mark your calendars!  
School begins for students on Monday, August 26.  School 
will begin for students at 8:45 a.m. and end at 3:20 p.m.  This 
means that students should be in the building and ready to 
begin their first period class at 8:45. They will be marked tardy 
if they are not. 
    Eastford Elementary School would like to invite all  
registered Preschool and Kindergarten families to join us for 
a ‘Meet and Greet’ with Mrs. Kopplin and Mrs. Bibeault 
from 3pm to 3:45pm on Thursday, August 22, 2019 at 
Eastford Elementary School. Children and families will have 
an opportunity to tour classrooms, meet classmates, play on 
the playground and meet with respective teachers to help with 
their transition. I am looking forward to meeting families and 
children. If you are unable to attend, but have questions, please 
feel free to contact Mrs. Kopplin (ckopplin@eastfordct.org) or 
Mrs. Bibeault (mbibeault@eastfordct.org).  
    A summer mailing with important information has been sent 
home. It contains your child’s application for Free or  
Reduced milk and their emergency contact information 
card.  Please verify your current information and return it, and 
other relevant papers, to our office as soon possible. We use 
this information to update our phone and email contact lists.  
Having the most up-to-date information helps us keep you 
informed and be able to reach you in case of an emergency.   
    The school facility is looking beautiful as the custodians are 
working hard to prepare the building for the return of the staff, 
students and families. 
    We are eager to start another school year, and are looking 
forward to collaborating with families through the exciting 
experiences planned in the year ahead. Continue to enjoy the 
summer weather and I look forward to another amazing school 
year with talented students and staff in this supportive  
community. 

 
 

From the Superintendent by Donna Leake 
Although I am writing this article on a hot summer day in 
July, by the time you read this it will be August. Although 
August is typically the time when thoughts of school begin to 
quietly creep into the thoughts of students and their families, 
the school staff is already caught up in the swirl of preparing 
for the 2019-20 school year.  Many people think that schools 
close when the students leave for summer break. In reality, 
many of the important “behind the scenes” staff are involved 
in getting ready for the new school year begin as soon as the 
students leave. Our custodial team, Dale Lundy and Chris 
Pittman, have been quite busy cleaning, painting and making 
repairs throughout the school. Work on the repairs to the 
heating system are in progress and on July 15 the Town 
Building Committee met to develop a timeline for addressing 
the remainder of the steam to hot water conversion project.  
    During the summer months, members of our teaching staff 
are meeting to develop updated instructional programs for 
use with students next year. Michelle Bibeault and Candice 
Mead have been busy working on the science curriculum to 
insure that it is aligned with the Next Generation Science 
Standards and Carole McCombe, Michelle Bibeault, Lori 
Crocker-Lincoln, Megan Dill, Melissa Lessard and Elizabeth 
Rhynhart have been engaged in developing strategies and 
selecting resources for an enhanced K-8 language arts curric-
ulum for our students. Before leaving for deployment, 
Charles Kernan placed the orders for the new social studies 
resource materials for our middle school students.  
    On July 15 the BOE met to assign the last year of the cur-
rent school bus contract to Dattco, at the request of Charles 
Rukstela.  Rukstela Transportation has provided caring and 
quality bus services to our students for many years. Be as-
sured that this decision was made in the best interest of our 
students and the high quality of service will continue to be 
provided to all students with little or no noticeable changes. 
Bus routes will be available for BOE review and approval at 
the August 8 BOE meeting, after which they will be posted 
online and in the school entranceway.  
    As a reminder, the first day of school for Eastford Elemen-
tary students is August 26. Family drop off begins at 8:25 
AM. All students must be in their rooms ready for instruction 
no later than 8:45am. 
    I wish you continued enjoyment of the summer days and 
look forward to the beginning of the 2019-20 school year. In 
the meantime, please contact me at dleake@eastfordct.org if 
you have questions, concerns or would just like to say 
“Hello”. 

mailto:ckopplin@eastfordct.org
mailto:mbibeault@eastfordct.org
mailto:dleake@eastfordct.org
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ATTORNEY MICHELE ANN PALULIS 
Bankruptcy, Real Estate, Estate Planning, Per-

sonal Injury, Probate, Elder  
Law & Title 19 Assistance/Planning  

(& more!) 
www.attorneypalulis.com 

michele@attorneypalulis.com 
158 Main St.., Suite #2 

Putnam, CT 06260 
(860) 928-9928 

860-315-9656 

For details, meal selection, & to reserve your seat, call 860-578-
7209 or 860-538-8868. by Sat., Aug. 24, $6 ESC Members, $9 non-
members.   All registered attendees will receive 10% off on Farm 
Stand produce, food, & frozen meals. 
    Lennox Richardson Broduer, contributing member of the 
Eastford Senior Citizens. is remembered for her generous sup-
port given to Eastford community, including serving as the 
Town’s “First Lady” for 6 years.. She is memorialized by dona-
tions to the Lennox Richardson Brodeur Oncology Support 
Fund at Windham Hospital, care of Shawn Maynard, Executive 
Director, Windham Hospital Foundation, 112 Mansfield Ave., 
Willimantic, CT  06226. 
Photo is from the Eastford Historical Society’s Shared History 
Album, link: 

 https://goo.gl/photos/pCYo5c8JL5tCvjU6A  

Eastford Seniors by Linda SM dos Santos The Eastford Seniors are having an exciting Summer.In June, Eastford Seniors carvanned to 
Deb’s Place in Danielson where they enjoyed great compantionship and food. Eastford Senior Citizens Officers for July 1, 2019-June 30, 
2020 were elected: President - Judy Montigny, Treasurer - Carlene Prentice, Assistant Treasurer - Shelley Sandora, Program Director & 
Public Relations Secretary - Linda dos Santos, Friendship Chair - Mary Ann Lally, Telephone Committee Co-Chairs - Sandra Ashwell and 
Mike Schultz.  The offices of Vice President, Recording Secretary, and Hospitality Chair are open at this time, Please call 860-538-8868, if 
you are interested in filling one of these positions or interested in joining the Eastford Senior Citizens (ESC). The group strolled on to Kill-
ingly Historical & Genealogical Society Center located at 196 Main St., Danielson. CT.  Elaine Tennis, delighted seniors with information 
about the Family Trees Indexes and CT & RI Genealogical indexes. The seniors were surprised with a generous gift, which was donated by 
Elaine Tennis, the Museum Director: a 1910 mounted & plated historic photo that shows bicyclists posing in front of the “Ice Cream & So-
da” sign of “The Eastford House” (later named “The General Lyon Inn” by Beatrice Kennedy at the suggestion of Judge J. M. Tatem), 
which today is the General Lyon Apartments. Two homes in the background have since been developed into what are today the Olsen’s 
Design Center  (left behind the trees) and Coriander Country Store & Café (right). The ESC has transferred the framed photo to the Eastford 

Historical Society. 
   July brought the Family & 
Friends Picnic at Oliver’s Dairy 
Bar & Grill, 490 Boston Post 
Road, North Windham, CT. This 
was one of the Best Picnics host-
ed by the ESC. Great food, ice 
cream added to the  evening 
event. The grounds feature a 
playscape, petting zoo, bean bag 
toss, picnic tables and a wonder-
ful view of planes landing and 
taking off from Windham Air-
port. 
SAVE THE DATE:  The ESC 
is grateful to Eastford’s own  
Rukstela Charter Service for 
providing a 24 passenger mini-
bus for their AUGUST 27 BUS 
DAYTRIP to “The FIND on 
6”in Johnston, RI, the Largest 
Consignment Shop in New Eng-
land,  and the FARM STAND 
BAKERY & CAFE in Scituate, 

RI, where all registered attendees will enjoy a preordered gourmet sandwich, a fresh slice of pie, & lemonade. The bus will arrive for 
BOARDING at 10:30 AM & DEPARTING at 10:45 AM from the lower level of the Eastford Town Office Building.  

https://goo.gl/photos/pCYo5c8JL5tCvjU6A
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DLM 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

    
   Int/Ext. Trim    Window Replacement 
   Custom Built-Ins   Computer Stations 
   Kitchen Remodeling    Painting Int/Ext 
   Ceramic Tile     Power Washing 

Dan Merlo 
974-1824 

Lic HIC.061598/2 Ref. Available BUY ONE GET ONE -  one lesson - GRATIS  

August, 2019 Calendar 
5     Food Pantry, TOB, 8-10am 
       BOS, TOB, 7pm 
6     Democratic Town Cmte, Library, 7:30pm 
7     Crystal Pond Park Com, Crystal Pond Pk, 6pm 
8     BOE, EES, 7pm 
10   AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm 
12   Emergency Mgt, TOB, 6pm 
       Building Cmte, TOB, 7:30pm 
13   Planning Commission, TOB, 7pm 
14   Registrar of Voters, TOB, 5pm – 7pm 
       Clean Energy Cmte, TOB, 7pm 
16   Communicator Deadline 
17   AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm 
20    Republican Town Committee, Library, 7pm 
21    Recreation Commission, TOB, 4:30pm 
22   Inland Wetlands Commission, TOB, 7pm 
       Library Board, Library, 7pm 
24   AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm 
28   Registrar of Voters, TOB, 5pm – 7pm 
29   Food Pantry, TOB, 8-10am 
31   AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm 
 
******************************************************* 
Yale-Myers Forest's Quiet Corner Initiative (QCI) 
The QCI offers seminars and workshops of interest to all. It also 
creates partnerships for students and faculty at the Yale School of 
Forestry and Environmental Studies, while supporting the work 
of private landowners, natural resource managers, and forest industry 
professionals. The QCI supports strengthened local livelihoods, in-
creased forest health, and rural economic development for the long-
term benefit of the land and those that live on it by providing 
knowledge, energy, and expertise to our partnering landowners and 
organizations. If  you are a woodland or farm owner living in or near 
the towns of Union, Ashford, Eastford or Woodstock, CT, QCI 
was created for you. Maybe you are curious about your land’s histo-
ry or would like help. QCI offers many services to local owners: 
technical assistance, access to a network of landowners interested in 
conservation and good forest management, and other services. Infor-
mation/link:  https://qci.yale.edu/ 

HERITAGE DAY 2020 
Planning Meeting September 22, 3pm 
Town Office Building Lower Level 

(EES Parking Lot, 12 Westford Road 
Eastford CT 06242) 

All welcome.  
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*********************************************************          
CRYSTAL POND PARK IS YOUR PARK.  
Owned by the Towns of Eastford and Woodstock, Crystal Pond Park 
on Weeks Road offers free beach, picnic tables, swimming, fishing, 
hiking trails, year-round disc golf (donation), a dining hall that can 
be reserved (fee) & park can be rented for occasions (fee).  
(NOTE: Weekdays in July the Park is reserved for kids camps).  

Eastford’s 1806 Union Society Building By Carol Davidge, Chair 
The Union Society Building, located at the junction of Routes 198 and 44, is owned by the Town of Eastford, and is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Its legacy is that for some 200 years, people gathered at this modest building for many  
purposes. In the early 1800s, gatherings of Union Society members helped gain the vote in Connecticut for men of all faiths  
whereas prior to 1818, only men who were members of the Congregational Church could vote. (Women got the vote in 1919, 
100 years ago.) Eastford's Union Society Building is one of only two Union Society buildings still standing in Connecticut.  
At the Union Society of Phoenixville, children were taught to read, villagers gathered for holiday celebrations, oyster supper 
fundraisers were held for Eastford Independent Fire Co. No. 1, 4-H and Scouts learned leadership skills, and the group held 
games and potluck dinners for families. Everyone was welcome regardless of ethnic origin, spiritual belief, gender or age. The 
building served mostly poor immigrants in the southern part of Eastford. Christmas celebrations featured Santa Claus who gave 
each child an orange and box of candy. The Union Society also took small gifts to the homes of those who otherwise would not 
have received presents. The building was sold to the Town of Eastford in 2002. Donations are needed to restore the building so 
it can again be used as a public gathering place.  
     
East wall repairs: The Union Society Building Committee met on June 27, 2019 with Architect Robert Hurd representing the 
Town of Eastford for the purpose of opening bids to repair the east wall of the building. Twenty-two invitations to area contrac-
tors had been sent, several walk-throughs were held at the building, and two bids were received. The apparent low bid of 
$29,150 was submitted by Proulx Building & Remodeling LLC of Stafford Springs, CT. The other bid of $35.995 was submit-
ted by Black Sheep Post & Beam LLC of Colchester, CT. Both bidders are highly qualified to work in accordance with U.S. 
Dept. of Interior guidelines, as is required for repairs to a building that is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, such 
as the Union Society Building. The repairs are supported by grants from The Last Green Valley, the State of Connecticut's De-
partment of Economic and Community Development, and the Rotary Club of Putnam, and donations from individuals to the 

Town's Union Society Fund. Additional funding is being 
sought in order to go forward with the repairs. 
     
Volunteer painters: Painting contractor Tony Casserella of 
Ashford and his team of workers have primed and painted 
the west wall, primed the east wall, with the help of Herman 
Barlow and staff at Mansfield Supply repaired windows on 
the west and south sides of the building. In addition to the 
supplies owned by the Town, paint and supplies were donat-
ed by Eastford Building Supply and Benjamin Moore's cor-
porate offices. We thank Tony and his crew for their out-
standing work and dedication to preserving this important 
building. (Photo of painters at the South Wall is at left). 
     
Donations and Legacy Memorials are needed to move 
the project forward. For donations of $100 or more, a 
plaque acknowledges the donor and individuals being hon-
ored. All proceeds from fundraisers go to the Town of 
Eastford for rehabilitation of the building. To make a dona-
tion in any amount, please make checks payable to: Town of 
Eastford (write Union Society in the memo line), and mail to 
Union Society Fund, Town of Eastford, P.O. Box 98, 
Eastford, CT 06242. For information, please e-mail:  
carol.davidge@snet.net, and put Union Society in the  
subject line. 
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Dear Readers: 
We hope you contribute to The Eastford Communicator. Ads do 
not cover printing & postage costs. The Communicator is Eastford’s 
main source of news about events, town government,  and local  
organizations. We need donors to support this effort if we are to 
continue. If you can, please send a donation. Thank you! 
 
Your Name:___________________________________________ 
 
Mailing address_______________________________________ 

 
City/State/Zip______________________Amount:____________   
 
Please make checks payable to:  
Eastford Communicator 
PO Box 253, Eastford, Ct 06242 
THANK YOU!    
The Volunteer Staff of The Communicator 
ATTENTION: All articles & news for The Communicator must be submitted to 
E-mail: eastford.communicator@gmail.com 
All items for The Eastford Communicator must include submitter’s name, 
address & telephone, for verification. All items submitted are subject to 
editing.  Articles are those of the submitters and not necessarily those of 
The Communicator. The Communicator does not print letters to editor  or 
items it regards as offensive or slanderous. Advertisements are paid by the  
advertiser, who is responsible for the advertisement’s content.  The  
Communicator reserves the right to reject any submissions. 
Thank you for your support. 
Carol Davidge, Editor 

EASTFORD GROVE CEMETERY ASSOCIATION, INC. 
Notice 

Submitted by the Board of Trustees 
Flags: American flags and Fire Department Flags were 

placed at the cemetery for Memorial Day; all flags are 
removed after Veterans’ Day, November 11th. 

Plot/Space Purchase: Appointments can be made to view 
the cemetery grounds and to select a plot for purchase. 
To make an appointment, call 860-974-1349.  

Plot Diagrams Available: Plot owners, or a family member, 
may obtain a diagram of their plot by writing to: EGCA, 
INC.  P.O. Box 284, Eastford, 06242.  

Mowing Season: Between March 15th and Thanksgiving,  
only live flowers may be planted, or placed in plastic 
pots, within 12”of the base of the monument; all artifi-
cial flowers and ornaments are prohibited during the 
mowing season and will be removed.  

Donations Appreciated: If you would like to contribute in 
any amount to the beautification of the cemetery and 
future projects, please send your tax deductible donation 
to:  The Eastford Grove Cemetery Association, Inc., P.O. 
Box 284 Eastford, CT  06242 (Note:  Grove Cemetery 
does not receive funding from the town.) 

For more information, contact a member of the Board of  
Corporators: Joe Andert, Bill Bibeault, Audrey Carabeau, 
Carol Day, Jim Ellis, Tom Fabian, Ken Grube,  
Bev Lindemann, Faye Logee, Jim Vaida, Paul Vaida  

Board of Trustees: Lauren Anderson, Herman Barlow,  
David Barlow, Scott Huri, Alex Kowalchuk,  
Linda Torgeson, Rick Torgeson 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
SUPPORT PERPETUAL CARE OF  
THE EASTFORD GROVE CEMETERY 
 
Enclosed is my gift of $        

Gift in memory of       

Name                                              

Address        

City      State    Zip    

Send to:  Eastford Grove Cemetery Assoc., Inc.   
P.O. Box 284, Eastford, CT  06242 : You can visit online at 
https://sites.google.com/site/eastfordgrovecemetery/.  

Eastford-It’s Connecticut’s Best Small Town.  
Connecticut Magazine’s cover story in March 1993 showed 
Eastford with Bowens Garage, Coriander, the Ivy Glenn, cows, 
trees and people walking around the village. Rankings were 
based on quality of life, affordability, good schools, low crime 
rate, leisure and other measures. Those qualities remain today. 
Information: www.eastfordct.org/townofeastford and 
Facebook: Eastford CT06242 

https://sites.google.com/site/eastfordgrovecemetery/
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Tom French, Accountant 
Full Accounting & Tax Services 

For Businesses and Individuals 

 

12 Spinnaker Lane, Eastford 
(Located on south shore of Crystal Pond) 
860-974-0197 or tomfrench@charter.net 


